
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

to-BBB Awarded European FP7 Funding in Large Consortium 

Targeting Epilepsy and Epileptogenesis  

 

Exploring New Ways to Treat Epilepsy 

 

Leiden, the Netherlands, 19 November 2013 – An international consortium of scientists, led by 
the University Lund, Sweden, has launched a EUR 12 million EU-funded collaboration project 
focused on identifying novel biomarkers for epileptogenesis and exploring new ways of how to 

treat epilepsy, with the project acronym EPITARGET. The EPITARGET consortium consists of 13 
renowned academic institutions and 4 specialized, innovative SMEs. The Dutch biotech to-BBB 
will receive substantial funding for its involvement in this ambitious 5-year project. 

 

EPITARGET is a multi- and trans-disciplinary project focused on the processes leading to 
epilepsy (i.e. epileptogenesis) in adult brain. Preventing the development of epilepsy is a 

complex problem due to the necessity of addressing a plethora of pathogenic epileptogenesis 
mechanisms and associated biomarkers, which dynamically evolve during the disease course. 
The central premise and vision is that a combinatorial approach is necessary to identify 

appropriate biomarkers and develop effective therapeutics for preventing epileptogenesis and 
the progression of the disease. 
 

“While to-BBB is clinically proceeding with its brain cancer and MS products, the challenge 
remains to safely deliver modern antiepileptogenic treatments to the brain within a 
therapeutic window. This problem is likely addressed by to-BBB’s technology and know-how, 

which the Company is happy to make available to the consortium, ” says Dr. Pieter Gaillard, 
Chief Scientific Officer at to-BBB.  
 

“Participation of SMEs in the consortium is one of the key features of the project to help in 
developing clinically relevant approaches and contributing to improved health of EU 
population,” says Prof. Merab Kokaia of Lund University, Coordinator of the EPITARGET project.  

 
This project is funded by the European Union's Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) 
under Grant Agreement number 602102. 

 
 
About epilepsy 

Epilepsy is a devastating condition affecting over 50 million people worldwide. Current 
antiepileptic drugs provide only symptomatic relief, have multiple associated side effects, and 
are ineffective in 30-40% of cases. Currently existing antiepileptic drugs are not able to prevent 

or cure the disease. Moreover, no disease-modifying treatments or biomarkers to predict the 
development of the disease are available. 
 

About to-BBB 

to-BBB is a clinical stage biotechnology company developing novel treatments for devastating 
brain disorders, such as brain cancer and neuroinflammatory diseases. The Company combines 

existing drugs with to-BBB’s proprietary G-Technology for enhanced drug delivery across the 

http://www.tobbb.com/home
http://www.tobbb.com/science/G-Technology


blood-brain barrier. This platform technology combines the widely used drug delivery approach 
of pegylated liposomes with the endogenous tripeptide glutathione as targeting ligand in a novel 

and safe way. to-BBB’s lead product 2B3-101 is investigated in a Phase IIa trial for the treatment 
of primary brain tumors as well as brain metastases. to-BBB’s second product 2B3-201 for MS 
relapses and other neuroinflammatory diseases will enter into a Phase I clinical study by the end 

of 2013.   
 
to-BBB is headquartered in the Netherlands at the Leiden Bio Science Park and established a 

fully owned subsidiary, to-BBB Taiwan Ltd., in Taipei, Taiwan. Investors in to-BBB include 
Aescap Venture, Antea Participaties, Jonghoud International and the Industrial Bank of Taiwan 
Management Corporation (IBTM). 
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This project is funded through the European Seventh Framework Programme. 

 


